Clothe Yourselves 1
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FAITH & SCIENCE TEACH

Read Galatians 5:22-6:10 and Colossians 3:7-17.

Answer the questions below, providing as much detail from the passages as possible.

1. Make a list of the positive character gualities in these passages that are said to be the mark
of someone who is living in Christian faith.

2. What in these passages suggests that these are meant to describe the kind of person we
become, not just our actions as we do good things now and then?

3. What in these passages suggests that these virtues are meant to be practiced in all circum-
stances, not just in some settings?

4. What in these passages suggests that, even though these qualities come through grace
and from the Holy Spirit, our effort is also required to develop and to practice them?
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Galatians 5:22-6:10 (NET)

22 Byt the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

= gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 2 Now those who belong to
Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. % If we live by the Spirit, let us also
behave in accordance with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another,
being jealous of one another.

' Brothers and sisters, if a person is discovered in some sin, you who are spiritual restore such
a person in a spirit of gentleness. Pay close attention to yourselves, so that you are not tempted
too. 2 Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if
anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Let each one
examine his own work. Then he can take pride in himself and not compare himself with
someone else. ® For each one will carry his own load.

& Now the one who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with the one who
teaches it. 7 Do not be deceived. God will not be made a fool. For a person will reap what he
sows, & because the person who sows to his own flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but
the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit. ® So we must not grow weary
in doing good, for in due time we will reap, if we do not give up. ' So then, whenever we have
an opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who belong to the family of
faith.
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Colossians 3:7-17 (NET)

7 You also lived your lives in this way at one time, when you used to live among them. & But
now, put off all such things as anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive language from your
mouth. ® Do not lie to one another since you have put off the old man with its practices ° and
have been clothed with the new man that is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of the one who created it. "' Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised or uncir-
cumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all and in all.

2 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with a heart of mer-
cy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, ' bearing with one another and forgiving one
another, if someone happens to have a complaint against anyone else. Just as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also forgive others. * And to all these virtues add love, which is the per-
fect bond. ' Let the peace of Christ be in control in your heart (for you were in fact called as
one body to this peace), and be thankful. '® Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching
and exhorting one another with all wisdom, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, all with
grace in your hearts to God. 7 And whatever you do in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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