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Absalom’s Rebellion

2 Samuel 14-19 describes a rebellion against King David by one of his sons, Absalom. We 
are going to look at the reasons the text offers for what happens. Why do Absalom and David 
experience success and failure at different points in the story?

Work with a partner. Read the following passages and use the space below to list the key 
reasons the passage gives for success and failure. Only include reasons that are clearly 
mentioned in the assigned sections of text, and be sure that you can explain to your group the 
exact basis in the text for any cause that you list. Make notes below:

1. 2 Samuel 14:25-27

2. 2 Samuel 15:1-13

3. 2 Samuel 16:20-23

4. 2 Samuel 17:15-16

5. 2 Samuel 18:6-9, 14

6. 2 Samuel 19:9-15
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Absalom’s Rebellion

2 Samuel 14-19 describes a rebellion against King David by one of his sons, Absalom. We are 
going to look at what reasons the text offers for what happens. Why do Absalom and David 
experience success and failure at different points in the story?

Work with a partner. Read the following passages and use the space below to list the key 
reasons the passage gives for success and failure. Only include reasons that are clearly 
mentioned in the assigned sections of text, and be sure that you can explain to your group the 
exact basis in the text for any cause that you list. Make notes below:

1. 2 Samuel 15:21-30

2. 2 Samuel 16:5-13

3. 2 Samuel 17:14

4. 2 Samuel 18:9, 14, 19-20

5. Psalm 3:1-8


